
Year 3 Plants 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Roots These anchor the plant to the ground and 
absorb water and nutrients from the soil. 

Stem This holds the plant up and carries water 
and nutrients from the soil to the leaves. 
A trunk is the stem of a tree. 

Leaves These make food for the plant using 
sunlight and carbon dioxide from the air. 

Flowers These make seeds to grow into new 
plants. Their petals attract pollinators to 
the plant. 

Nutrients These substances are needed by living 
things to grow and survive. Plants get 
nutrients from the soil and also make 
their own food in their leaves. 

Evaporation When a liquid turns to a gas. 

Fertilisation? When the male and female parts of the 
flower have mixed in order to make seeds 
for new plants ?? NEEDED?? 

Petal The brightly coloured part of the flower 
that attracts insects to pollinate the 
plant. 

Pollination When the pollen is moved from the male 
part of the plant to the female part (Need 
to know names for these at Y3???) 

Pollinator Animals or insects which carry pollen 
between plants. Examples inc birds, bees 
and bats. 

Germination When a seed starts to grow. 

Seed 
dispersal 

A method of moving the seeds away from 
a plant so that the seeds have the best 
chance of survival. 

 

I don’t think Y3 need to know about parts of flower and funct 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each structure in a flowering 

plant has a job to do (a 

function) 

How water moves through a Plant. 

1. The roots absorb water from 

the soil. 

2. The stem transports water to  

the leaves. 

3. Water evaporates from the 

Leaves. 

4. This evaporation causes more 

water to be sucked up the  

stem. 

 

The water is sucked up the stem like water being 

sucked up through a straw. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does a plant need to grow? 

Plants need: water, light, food and nutrients from the soil, air and room to grow. 

Different plants vary in how much of these things they need. For example, cacti can survive in 

areas with little water, whereas water lilies need to live in water. 

 
 Germination  

The seed 

starts to grow Growing and 

Flowering. The 

plant grows 

bigger and 

forms a flower 

Pollination  

Pollen is moved 

from the male to 

female part of 

the flower 

Fertilisation and 

seed formation. 

The pollen joins 

with the ovule 

and a seed starts 

to form. 

Seed 

Dispersal. 

The seeds 

are moved 

away from 

the plant. 

Seed Dispersal 

Seeds can be dispersed by: 

Dropping, carrying (on animals 

such as sheep or insects), on the 

wind, by water, shaking a plant, 

a bird eating the seed, the seeds 

bursting. 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fbbsrc.ukri.org%2Fbbsrc%2Fcache%2Ffile%2F10E97A58-6A3B-405E-B072CBE924995083_source.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fbbsrc.ukri.org%2Fengagement%2Fschools%2Fkeystage1-2%2Fplant-detective%2F&tbnid=p0yue4M1qYUihM&vet=12ahUKEwjKzafT-vvnAhXB_4UKHaroD5MQMyglegQIARBt..i&docid=DzpzIwcYndnn2M&w=810&h=480&q=labelling%20a%20plant%20ks2&safe=active&ved=2ahUKEwjKzafT-vvnAhXB_4UKHaroD5MQMyglegQIARBt


eg stamen carpel etc??  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


