
Year 2 History Knowledge 

Lives of Significant Women in the past Pilgrim Fathers 
Why is Boston football team called the Pilgrims? 

Emeline Pankhurst, Edith Cavell, Rosa Parks, Margaret Thatcher 
How did these famous ladies help to make the world a better place? 

Significant historical events, people and places in our locality 

Job Opportunity:  
People who serve: politician, nurse, doctor. 
During the topic invite people in these jobs into 
school linking to person being studied eg Edith Cavell 
– nurse etc. 

Learning Behaviour 
Courageous – aim 
high be ambitious 

Job Opportunity:  
Religious leader eg Rev Holt. To talk about why 
they became a religious leader. 

Learning Behaviour 
Courageous – aim 
high be ambitious 

 

 Place on time line recap from Y1 of when pupils 
were born, parents, Grandparents and Great Fire 
London. Add in dates of birth of sig women. 
Then order events in each of their lives in 
chronological order. 

 To be able to research the lives of the famous 
women from the past using different sources: 
book, pictures, internet. 

 To recall and describe the main events in their 
lives. 

 To say why the women acted in the way that 
they did. 

 Why did they become famous? 

 Describe that they did and how they contributed 
to our lives today. 

 To be able to describe some similarities and 
differences between lives of women in the past 
to today. 

 To use words relating to the passing of time: 
recently, before, after, now, later. 

 Show case learning at end of the topic 

Learning Behaviour 
Respectful – value 
difference and 
celebrate diversity. 
Respect the law. 
Courageous – to aim 
high and challenge, 
to be ambitious 
Resilient – as the 
famous women 
were. 
Inquisitive – 
question 
Adaptable 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Collaborative 

 

 Chronology. Recap back to Y1. They born, 
parents, grandparents, Great Fire London, 
lives of significant women studied in previous 
term. Timeline. Introduce 1607 first group of 
150 people escaping to Holland from Fishtoft 
nr Boston. 

 Visit Boston. Guildhall and the cells where the 
people above were held after being arrested 
before trial in Lincoln. Visit St Botolph’s 
Church where Rev John Cotton was vicar who 
urged his congregation to travel to the US. He 
set sail from Boston UK to the US in 1633. 
Pilgrim Trail. 

 Research the Pilgrim Fathers who were 
pilgrims from Lincolnshire who in 1608 did 
make it to Holland. Why did they go: they 
believed their Christian faith was not 
compatible with the C of E and wanted to live 
in religious freedom. In 1620 they set sail 
from Holland to Plymouth and on to the US in 
the Mayflower. 

Learning Behaviour 
Respectful – 
compassion for 
others 
Collaborative - 
vocabulary 
 
 
Respectful 
Resilience 
Inquisitive 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Investigate the life of Rev John Cotton. He 
sailed to the US in 1633 from Boston Lincs to 
Boston in the US. He helped draft 
fundamental laws for the colony which still 
applicable today. Link to British values and 
laws. 

 So why are the Boston football team called 
the Pilgrims? What does their club crest tell 
us? Any other references to the Pilgrim 
Fathers in Boston? Pilgrim Hospital.  

Courageous 
Inquisitive 
 
 
 
 
Inquisitive 
Collaborative 

 


