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________________________________________________________________________________

Opening of Schools from Sept 2020

Dear Parents / Carers

On the 2nd July the government published some updated guidance for the full opening of schools from Sept 2020. It is the government’s plan that all pupils in all year groups will return to school full time from the beginning of the autumn term, which for us is Thursday 3rd September.

We are updating our risk assessment and amending some procedures we have in place to ensure that we are able to do this safely in line with government advice. We plan to communicate these procedures with you before the end of the summer term.

At the time of the publication of this guidance, the government have made it clear that the balance of risk is now overwhelmingly in favour of children returning to school and the government are making it mandatory for all pupils to do so. They state that for the vast majority of children, the benefits of being back in school far outweigh the very low risk from coronavirus (COVID-19). The guidance they have produced explains the steps schools need to take to reduce risks still further. 

School staff and Governors will use the guidance to put in place proportionate protective measures for children and staff, which also ensure that all pupils receive a high quality education that enables them to thrive and progress.
Below are an adapted form of the system of protective measures schools must put in place that will be familiar from the summer term. Essential measures include:
· a requirement that people who are ill stay at home
· robust hand and respiratory hygiene
· enhanced cleaning arrangements
· active engagement with NHS Test and Trace
· formal consideration of how to reduce contacts and maximise distancing between those in school wherever possible and minimise potential for contamination so far as is reasonably practicable
How contacts are reduced will depend on the school’s circumstances and will (as much as possible) include:
· grouping children together
· avoiding contact between groups
· arranging classrooms with forward facing desks
· staff maintaining distance from pupils and other staff as much as possible

We will continue to ensure that all children clean their hands thoroughly more often than usual. This can be done with soap and running water or hand sanitiser. We will continue to ensure that our pupils clean their hands regularly, including when they arrive at school, when they return from breaks and before and after eating. We will continue to ensure that good respiratory hygiene is promoted by the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach.

Public Health England does not (based on current evidence) recommend the use of face coverings in schools. This evidence will be kept under review. They are not required in schools as pupils and staff are mixing in consistent groups, and because misuse may inadvertently increase the risk of transmission. There may also be negative effects on communication and thus education.

School will ensure that there is more frequent cleaning of rooms / shared areas that are used by different groups and frequently touched surfaces are cleaned more often than normal
Minimising contacts and mixing between people reduces transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). We will reduce the number of contacts between children and staff by keeping classes in separate groups (bubbles) and they will stay in their classes inc for eating lunch and for acts of worship. Older children can also be encouraged to social distance within these groups as far as is possible. The government recognise that younger children will not be able to maintain social distancing, and it is acceptable for them not to distance within their group.
Our school staff will as far as possible maintain 2 metre distance from the pupils. We will also be making small adaptations to the classroom to support distancing where possible. We will seat pupils side by side and facing forwards, rather than face to face or side on.

Groups should be kept apart, meaning that we will not have large gatherings such lunch in the hall or collective worship with more than one class (bubble).

[bookmark: _GoBack]There will be new measures put in place around the start and end of the school day and these will be communicated to you as soon as possible. It will be imperative that whatever option we decide to follow that children arrive at school on time allowing us to safely manage the number of children attending school in line with government guidelines and our risk assessment. We will also stagger break and lunch times ensuring that groups (bubbles) stay apart when outside. We will continue to operate a system that parents/carers have to arrange an appointment to come into school and we will minimise face to face contact as far as is possible.

Staff and pupils will continue to have their own items that are not shared. Classroom based resources, such as books and games, can be used and shared within the bubble; these will be cleaned regularly, along with all frequently touched surfaces. Resources that are shared between classes or bubbles, such as sports, art and science equipment will be cleaned frequently and meticulously and always between bubbles, or rotated to allow them to be left unused and out of reach for a period of 48 hours (72 hours for plastics) between use by different bubbles.

Pupils need to limit the amount of equipment they bring into school each day, to essentials such as lunch boxes, water bottles, hats, coats and reading books only. They should not bring stationary into school and must not bring large bags in.

School uniform will be worn and we ask that parents follow government advice of normal personal hygiene and washing clothes daily as far as is possible.

We plan for our Breakfast and After School Clubs to open to all pupils from the start of the autumn term and for the hall to be used. Children will be kept apart in these clubs in their class bubbles. We would ask that all payments are made in advance for those sessions where you know you will need either of the clubs to limit money changing hands.
We recognise that pupils may be experiencing a variety of emotions in response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, such as anxiety, stress or low mood. It is important to contextualise these feelings as normal responses to an abnormal situation. Some pupils may need support to re-adjust to school; others may have enjoyed being at home and be reluctant to return; a few may be showing signs of more severe anxiety or depression. Others will not be experiencing any challenges and will be keen and ready to return to school. Whatever the case, school will support pupils and parents accordingly with regard to their mental health and wellbeing.
We have decided that for the first half term as a minimum, our school meals provider will deliver cold meals only and there will not be a hot option. This enables us to keep pupils in their class bubbles enabling them to eat in classrooms and enables us to stagger lunches without the potential for hot food to get colder. Menus and order forms will be sent out as soon as we have them. We will take payments for paid meals but ask that you pay for a few weeks in advance so to limit the transaction of money.
If you have any questions then please contact me at school. We thank you for your patience and understanding. 
Kind regards

Mr R Allen
Headteacher

image4.png
International
School Award

INTERMEDIATE




image1.png




image2.emf

image3.png
Youth Sport Trust

Silver Quali
Mark 2014/1]





